
 Hi folks, I hope you had a good time at the October Picnic/Auction!
Lots of things to keep you entertained.  Abe did a fantastic job with the
main course by delivering wonderful Shish-kabobs of steak, chicken and
vegetables!  He really knocked himself out with these meats and they
went perfectly with all the other food brought by the members of the club.
 We had a lot of fun with the auctions, silent and live, and everyone
was generous in bidding for their favorites.  I know I came home with a
number of great potentials.
 November's Guest Demonstrator:  This month we will be entertained
by Peter Macasieb (pronounced Mac-a-sheb).  Peter is from the L.A.
area and we saw him helping Harry Hirao earlier this year.  We also saw
him at the Huntington in February doing demonstrations and assisting
other bonsai artists.  Peter is involved with a lot of younger artists up in
his area as well, showing his willingness to share what he knows with
those wanting to know more.  He has developed a personal technique for
grafting that has resulted in a quick and high percentage rate of
successful grafts, and I hope he will touch upon that technique while he
does his demonstration.  I'm sure he will present us with his own vision of
bonsai and what it has become for him.This is how so much of what we
know in bonsai is learned--through those who went before us sharing
what they have learned.  It is a gift when they share their wealth of
information and we are so lucky to have them.  I hope you will join us.

Lake Poway Park is a Great Picnic Place
We really had a fun time at our annual picnic and

auction.  It is a great time to get to know one another,
have some great food and raise some money for your
club.  You are all so generous with your time and
talents.
  Some thanks are in order.  First off, thanks Mr.
Gary Jones for setting up the sound system and
running the auction. Gary and Chris Manion did
great job as auctioneers. Thank you  'lyn Stevenson
for setting up the park for us, and Allan Edwin for
keeping the auction records.  And the food, wow, Abe
Far out did himself.  Abe made the best chicken and
beef shish kabobs I’ve ever had!   Amazing.  Lastly to
all members who donated items and/or bid on them,
the club really appreciates it !!

October Nominate, November Vote
 At the October meeting we announced the slate of

new board members and opened it up for nominations.
I am proud to have such selfless people willing to
serve.  Here are the nominees for 2013.

Dave Rochester- President,
 Dan Sola- 1st VP,
 Patrick O’Brien- Treasurer,
 Barbara French-Lee-VP special projects,
 Charlie Mosse- VP Education,
 Mark Edgar –Secretary.

Thank you all for Volunteering !

Important Announcements
� Marty Mann has some multiple tree (shohin) dis-

play stands he wants to sell.  He has generously
offered to donate a large percentage of the sale
price to the club.  So we will have an auction of
these items at our November meeting.

� Our food coordinators Sonia and Jennifer want to
remind everyone to bring a little something to put
on the table, everyone will be grateful.

� In December we will have our 2nd Annual awe-
some Bonsai Styling Contest and holiday
food/gifts/special raffle/fun.     Yeah super fun!

Big DaveHope to see you all at the park!

Gary Jones, Vice President of Programs

Message from the President - November 2012
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    Fall Show Demo Pics

Pleasant qualities
Shades of beauty and color

Allow our feelings
Marty Mann                                 November 2012

Below is Cindy Read (center), Martha Choy (left), Ali
Turner (right) conducting a demonstration at the Fall
Show.  Thanks for taking the time to help out with the
show activities.                      Photos:  Dan

Below is John Jackson (center),  Charlie Tamm (left),
and Dennis Wagner (right) putting up a banner for the Fall
Show.  Thanks team for your help in setting up.

Inside this issue
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The Bonsai Wire is a monthly publication of the San Diego Bonsai Club.  All articles are provided by SDBC members.  All articles must
be received no later than 10 days after the club meeting by the The Bonsai Wire Editor, Mario Condit  (mario.condit@sbcglobal.net).
Shirley Kavanaugh Jr. is responsible for folding, labeling, and mailing.  If you have any questions about article placement or special
requests, please call the editor (see below for contact information) and leave a message.  I will try to respond to you as soon as possible.

The Bonsai Wire
The Bonsai Wire is published monthly by the San Diego Bonsai Club, Inc. a non-profit, educational organization 501 (c) (3).

San Diego Bonsai Club Volunteers

�  President:  Dave Rochester
 bunjin54@yahoo.com
�  1st Vice President: Gary Jones
 twoopenhands@yahoo.com
�  VP for Education:  Charlie Mosse
 smosse@cox.net
�  VP for Special Projects:
 Barbara French-Lee
 (619) 557-0556
 barbflee@hotmail.com
�  Treasurer:  Pat O'Brien
 pat.obrien@cox.net
�  VP for Membership:
 Trisha Bonapace, Joan Holliday
�  Corporate Secretary:  Neil Auwarter
�  Past President:  Abe Far
 Abe_far@yahoo.com

�  Japanese Friendship Garden,
        Bonsai Curator:
 Fred Miyahara
 (619) 286-8602
 tmiya@cox.net
�  Bonsai Pavilion, Safari Park:
  Curator: John Jackson
  Liaison: 'lyn Stevenson
  (858) 486-4805
  inthegrove@cox,net
�  Web Master: Dave Rochester
� Historian: Trisha Bonapace
�  Sunshine Chair: Joan Holliday
   (858) 715-0092
   Joanholliday@san.rr.com
� Public Relations: Laurie Orange

�  Librarian: David Choy,
         Steve Clemons
� Tool Sales Managers:
 Rich Glauser

�  Benefit Drawing Mgr:
 Jason Tucker, (619) 929-8378
 jasonwardtucker@gmail.com

�  Refreshment Coordinator:
 Jennifer Grapa
 Sonya Holmquist

�  The Bonsai Wire Editor:
  Mario Condit, (619) 463-1648
 mario.condit@sbcglobal.net

This newsletter printed by Copy 2 Copy,
8975 Complex Drive, San Diego, CA 92123, Ph: (858) 292-8100 (www.copy2copy.com)



The final session of the fall Beginner’s class meets
in November for final styling/trimming and then potting.

 The Maple workshop series starts in December,
after the meeting, at about 12:45 PM.  Cindy Read will
be the instructor.  The class is sold out but we can
accept a few names as alternates in case someone
cannot make it to the workshop.  The schedule is in the
October Bonsai Wire.

 Remember, any member who has taken a class or
workshop with SDBC, can bring their tree(s) in for as-
sistance on the regular meeting day.

 So-o-o, since there is no Beginning class in Decem-
ber, we are organizing a time period in the morning
when anyone can bring in their trees for help

Below is a nice picture of a shohin stand at the Fall
Show.  Lower left is Allan Burrows and lower right is
Michael Sykes.  They are conducting oustide demos for
passer by.  Thanks Allan and Mike for your time.

Top right is 'lyn Stevenson and upper right is Ken Bross
conducting demos in the court yard.  This is a great way
to catch someones interest and allow for questions and

answers.  Right above is John Voss and Martha Choy are
working on a demonstration in front of an audience.

Thanks to all the volunteers for their contributions.

Charlie Mosse, VP Education

Fall Show Pictures

Photos by Dan Sola

 With styling, pruning, pinching, wiring and anything
else with which you would like help.  Bring in any tree
you wish.  Anyone who has taken a beginning class,
this is a great opportunity to get some follow-up guid-
ance and assistance.

 The GSBF magazine, Golden Statements, has an
excellent article by Ted Matson about selecting a plant
to train into a bonsai and why doing close inspections of
your trees is a must.

 You can email me at smosse@cox.net or call at
619-851-7187 to sign up for the Beginning class
sessions that begin in January.  Payment can be made
on-line or on the day of the class.

SDBC Education for November
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1.   Call to Order:  The regular meeting of the membership of the San Diego Bonsai Club was called to order
at 10:00 a.m. by Dave Rochester, President, at Lake Poway.   It was confirmed that a quorum was present.

2. Approval of Minutes:  The minutes from the September 9, 2012,  meeting were approved as published.

3. Board Member Reports

Ø Treasurer, Patrick O’Brien, reported the club’s finances are in good order  The Fall Show sales netted the
club $1150, plus $390 in donations. There is a year-to-date (30 September) net loss of $4684.67; the balance
of the club’s two accounts (Operating and Pavilion) were not provided.

Ø Vice President, Education, Charlie Mosse, reported: The upcoming maple workshop is sold out, but
members may register for alternate spots in case of cancellations

4. Appointed Position Reports
Ø ‘lyn Stevenson, Safari Park Liason, reported: 1) There will be no Pavilion work day the first Saturday in
November, which is the date of the bus trip to Los Angeles nurseries; 2) There will be no Pavilion work day the
first Saturday in December, which is the date of a Park volunteer tribute.

5.   Announcements
President Dave Rochester announced: 1)There is still room to sign up for the Novermber Los Angeles nursery
trip; those interested can contact Dave by e-mail; payment can be made with a credit card via the club website;
2) The club welcomes new members and visitors today; 3) Jim Barrett, who has been involved with the club
since the 60’s, told Dave the club’s Fall Show was the best he can remember; 4) We thank Abe Farr for the
many hour he devoted to preparing superb Shish-kabobs for today’s picnic.

6. Nomination of Officers for 2013

President: Dave Rochester
Treasurer: Patrick O’Brien
First Vice President: Dan Sola
Vice President, Special Projects: Barbara French-Lee
Vice President, Education: Charlie Mosse
Vice President, Membership: Trisha Bonapace
Secretary: Mark Edgar

The meeting is opened to additional nominations, and there were none.

7. Adjournment: The meeting was  adjourned at 10:30 a.m., followed by a picnic lunch and the fundraiser
auction presided over by Vice President Gary Jones.

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Members
October 14th, 2012

Respectfully submitted,

Neil Auwarter, Secretary

San Diego Bonsai Club
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November is a wonderful time to really see
your trees.  The foliage during most of the year
obscures the skeleton and branch that form the
inner tree.  Now is the time to trim excess,
crossing, misplaced and malformed branches.
Study the radial  formation of the rootage.  Study
the taper of the trunk line. Concentrate on building
a twiggy branch structures.  Wire branches  during
this dormant period with great care since they are
brittle during cooler weather months.  Try to see
your tree with strong background lighting in order
to properly  study its design, shape and position in
the pot.  Deciduous material that is fully exposed
can now be photographed (preferably in black and
white ) to be studied and refined.

 Study groves or multi-tree arrangements.
Trunks  will stand out with strong detail.  An
overview of a group planting clearly show how the
trees are positioned and how they relate to each
other. The view offers an opportunity to improve
the placement of individual or groups of trees in
the pot before spring  planting plans are finalized.

 Preserving the health of a tree involves proper
watering procedures during the dormant period in
the cooler weather. Deciduous trees will have
transformed from the beautiful fall colors, to barren
silhouettes. Evergreen trees will appear dull,
inactive and unchanging.

 Since warm weather can occur at this time of
year, potted trees should be watered regularly, but
cautiously.  Coolness slows growth and during this
period of dormancy. Trees require only a
dampening of the root zone. Protect hibernating
trees from excessive moisture (I  almost said RAIN
) and prevailing  winds. Transpiration of moisture is
essentially non-existent. The porosity of a good
bonsai soil mix allows moisture to quickly escape a
shallow pot. If you count on the regularity  of an
automatic timed watering system, the timing cycle
should be adjusted for winter requirements.  It’s  a
good time to let trees rest. Many fine bonsai are
lost due to overindulgence during the winter
months.

By Marty Mann

San Diego Bonsai

#131 November, 2012
Bonsai Ideas

Concentrate on cleanup.  Be sure to remove
leaf droppings and flower buds left over from
summer and fall.  Removal of trash from the
bonsai area is an important practice.  If old leaves
hang on, take them off. Continue to inspect bonsai
for infestations of mites and scale. Remove most
of the  moss that has formed on potted trees. Don’t
encourage a home for insects.

 Part of the wintertime  activity during these
months is the application of dormant sprays to kill
over wintering  insects and fungus spores. Ortho
Garden Disease Control ( lime sulfur) fungicide,
should be applied to the dead wood areas of trees
showing Jin  or Shari.  Dampening the woody
surfaces improves the penetration of the product.
Avoid the soil surfaces when applying these
chemicals. Don’t apply to trees that still carry green
foliage (i.e. azaleas and other evergreens).

 California  weather never completely allows
evergreen junipers  to become truly  dormant.  By
applying  reduced applications of any good all
purpose fertilizer  during the winter months the
plant will continue to store energy for the coming
spring  growth.  This supplies the plants with
important phosphorus, potassium and traces of
other essential mineral  elements.   Azaleas and
other acid loving plants can use a light feeding of
Miracid.

Dormant-But Not the Time to Ignore

This article has been extracted from the recently
published book called "Bonsai Ideas"© by Marty Mann.
Material is not to be copied without publisher or author's

permission.                      November  2012

Thanks to our auction runners Jordan and Meghan
for helping show and hand out the various auction

items that were won on this awesome day.

Poway Picnic Auction
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 The beautiful autumn weather has been a great
time at the Bonsai Pavilion for our volunteers and all
the Safari Park visitors too.  October volunteers
included 27 special helpers: Neil Auwarter, Susan
Baker, Alan Burrows, Martha Choy, Cathy & Mark
Edgar, Maria & Tina Flores, Allan Edwin, Barb
French-Lee, Curator John Jackson, Jim
Kirchmer, Charlie Mosse,  Patrick O'Brien, Sally
Prestele, Harlan & Mary Ann Price, Bill Quillin,
Dan Sola, 'lyn Stevenson, Charlie Tamm, Forrest
& Michele Vess, John Voss, Dennis Wagner, and
Mark Walters and Dave Woodall. Allan Edwin is
our newest volunteer in October;  he received helpful
directions and welcomes from Curator John and
others in his new venture to the Pavilion.  We
continue to appreciate each person's willingness to
participate and welcome any other SDBC members
who would like to join us.

 Due to the SDBC's bus trip on Saturday,
November 3rd and the Zoo's Volunteer Tribute
Program at Safari Park on December 1st, we will not
have work sessions at the Pavilion on those days but
we will work other Saturdays in November as we
prepare for all the bonsai transplanting that needs to
be done this season.

 Major trash cleanup around the Pavilion and our
work and shed areas along with removal of an
incredible amount of overgrown brush on the hillside
were impressive projects that improved the Pavilion
area.  Meticulous bonsai trimming and pinching and
wiring along with pot cleaning kept everyone very
involved but time was taken for some delicious snack
breaks and friendly conversations too. Our constant
concern over the proper watering of the bonsai and
the Pavilion areas is a regular task as well as
keeping the ponds and stream clear of overgrown
vegetation. So there are many responsibilities that
the volunteers have most willingly assumed each
work session.   Many thanks to each of them for their
efforts!   Thanks also for the gourmet goodies that
were donated this month by Cathy, Charlie, John,
Barb, Dan, Mary Ann, and 'lyn.  Thanks also to
Marty Mann for donating 2 more trash barrels to our
inventory; we separate trash, green waste, and
recyclables each time and the Safari Park Staff
takes care of the disposals. Thank goodness!

'lyn Stevenson

All SDBC members are always welcome at the
Bonsai Pavilion. . .even if you are not a volunteer,
come and visit and enjoy the beauty of these
outstanding bonsai presented in a lovely, inviting,
restful corner of the Safari Park.  We notice guests
are now taking time to sit on one of the new benches,
take photos, and ask questions.   We always enjoy
sharing this wonderful art and experience.

We are extremely pleased to add a special name
plate in the Maple category this month. It will read:

VIRGINIA JOHNSON-BISH &
LEWIS JOHNSON MEMORIAL

Virginia Bish died this past July but prior to her
death, she had donated bonsai plants and stock,
bonsai wire, and bonsai pots to our Pavilion.  We
have incorporated many of the materials into the
Pavilion landscape and many of the bonsai are now
in our work area for training and repotting.   Some
materials were sold to the volunteers and at the
SDBC Fall Show for over $1000.  Originally, Lewis
Johnson was a bonsaiist from Concord, California
and then moved to Escondido; Mrs. Johnson-Bish
then continued to maintain his collection until this
year. We are most grateful for this generous gift to
the Pavilion.

 The Aldo Pia Memorial had another addition this
month thru an added $100 from Mark Walters and
Jim Kirchmer.  We continue to honor Aldo in the
Maple category also.

 Cash donations to the Bonsai Pavilion can be
made to Treasurer Patrick O'Brien.  Donations over
$100 are recognized on the Honor Board at the
entrance of the Bonsai Pavilion in Elm, Juniper,
Maple, Black Pine, & Oak categories.  Patrick
acknowledges the cash donations with a letter and a
receipt since SDBC is a 501 (c) 3 tax deductible
educational organization.

Bonsai Pavilion
Honor Board at Safari Park

'lyn Stevenson
SDBC-Safari Park Liaison
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San Diego Bonsai Club Pavilion at the Safari Park



Below is Marty Mann (left)  looking at possible auction
trophies from the auction table.  Abe Far (lower right) is
at the food table, preparing the shish-kabobs for the
hungry masses.  The middle picture below is the food
line!  The picture at the bottom is the membership en-
joying the good food, good company, and the beautiful
day.  Thanks to the volunteers that help setup and tear-
down.  Thanks to the runners and auctioneers as well!

David Choy,
Email:drdavidchoy@hotmail.com

Librarian SDBC

Photo by David Choy.  You can insert the shaping wire into the
tubing to protect the bark (left inset picture).  You can see how
the tubing protects the delicate bark (larger image above).  The
soft tubing protects the bark and prevents scarring (see circle

Trisha Bonapace & Joan Holliday, Membership Co-Chairs

Photo by Dan Sola

November Membership Notes
Darlene Arledge, Rita & Dick Elliott,

Rolando Gutierrez, Lin & Cristoph Koelmel,
 Albert Ramos & Valerie Figueroa,

Joan Nies, Joel Rizzo,
Doug, Tara, Tyler & Kami Schleifer,

 Unneetha Thomas & Ralph Pruitt,
Paul Spees, and Michelle Vallebo.

Please welcome our newest Bonsai Club members:

We hope you will enjoy all the exciting activities
planned for all our new members.

 Sometimes, we come across a practical finding
not found easily in any Bonsai magazine or book that
can help us in our quest to obtain the best bonsai
possible.  We observed an example of this in Claude
Poissonniez’s  demo last year as he used Belgium
coins (they have holes in the middle) as weights to
style his branches.  I now invite you to send your
findings, however simple they may seem,  to us so
we can share it with other members. Whenever pos-
sible, I will have Free samples of our “SDBC gad-
gets” published in our newsletter. The catch is that
you have to come and visit the Library to get the Free
Samples.  See you there.
 November’s “things you can’t find in books” is
submitted by Martha Choy.   Martha saw that when
her husband (who happens to be me) would finish
certain medical procedures, the IV line, which was
not contaminated was thrown out in the trash.  These
are very nice flexible plastic tubing that she uses to
protect tree bark from damage from wires used for
traction.  Drop by the library for some tubing !!!
 Next month we’ll learn about Dave Rochester’s
color coded system for Pots.  Remember, your ideas
are needed so share them with us.
 I want to take the opportunity to welcome Steve
Clemons as Co-Librarian at SDBC.  I know you will
enjoy working with him at the library. Thanks Steve
for volunteering for this position.

Things you Can’t Find
in Books

Lake Poway Picnic Notes
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November 11th Sunday
 Regular SDBC Meeting (main guest:  Peter Macasieb)
November 17th Saturday
 SDBC Workday at Safari Park , 9am to 12pm
December 9th  Sunday
 Regular SDBC Meeting (main guest: TBD)
December  15th Saturday
 SDBC Workday at Safari Park , 9am to 12pm
January  5th & 19th Saturday
 SDBC Workday at Safari Park , 9am to 12pm
January 13th Sunday
 Regular SDBC Meeting (main guest: TBD)
February  2nd & 16th Saturday
 SDBC Workday at Safari Park , 9am to 12pm
February 10th Sunday
 Regular SDBC Meeting (main guest: TBD )
March  2nd & 16th Saturday
 SDBC Workday at Safari Park , 9am to 12pm
March 10th Sunday
 Regular SDBC Meeting (main guest: TBD )
April  6th & 20th Saturday
 SDBC Workday at Safari Park , 9am to 12pm

Meeting Agenda

Sunday, November 11th 2012
Balboa Park, Room 101

Casa Del Prado

Time  Activity    Rm

0900-1000 Bring a Tree to Work on 101
1000-1030 Business Meeting  101
1030-1145 Guest:  Peter Macasieb 101

   1200   Lunch    101

   1220  Benefit Drawing  101

   1230  Workshops:
  John Voss,
    Big Juniper-Pot in Box 101
  Bonsai Basics,
    Class 3 Potting  101

San Diego Bonsai Club Calendar of Events

San Diego Bonsai Club, Inc.
PO Box 86037
San Diego, CA 92138-6037

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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