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John Holloway | President 

 
   Welcome to 2026! My deepest thanks to all of you that have elected me as your 

President. I want to extend a warm welcome to all our new and continuing members and I 

appreciate the opportunity to serve all 600+ of you. We are the largest bonsai club in the 

U.S. and take seriously the responsibility of keeping our members educated, informed, and 

entertained. 

I also want to thank all the new and continuing board members who make our 

meetings and special events run smoothly. To all of you who volunteer your time and 

energy in support of the club’s many activities, thank you! We are an all-volunteer 

organization, so please consider participating. It makes a difference not only for the club, 

but also for you, because few experiences are more fun than enjoying a shared activity 

with your “Tribe,” those who share a common passion. 

I want to give a very special thanks to our Past President Susan Ronan, for the time 

and energy she’s given the club and its members, and especially to me in making the 

transition. She has ready answers to my many questions and I know she won’t let me 

stray too far off course. 

We have exciting plans in the works for programs and classes this year so watch the 

Bonsai Wire for upcoming events, workshops, and demonstrations designed to deepen our 

knowledge, refine our skills, and further our appreciation of the art of bonsai. As an 

example, the very talented Andrew Robson held three workshops and a presentation 

during his visit last month, and both his design prowess and teaching skills were 

impressive. Even though he’s thought of as an expert in deciduous bonsai, his expertise is 

broader than that, including all things “zoki,” meaning non-coniferous, seasonal trees such 

as deciduous, flowering, and fruiting trees, as well as evergreens such as myrtles, oaks, 

and hollies. Under his tutelage, workshop attendees took home much improved trees, no 

matter the type. Programs like this have really helped level up my skills.  

I want to wrap this up with a reminder that your input is invaluable in shaping the 

future of our organization. Please feel free to reach out to me or any board member with 

your thoughts and concerns. I extend my warmest welcome to all our members, both new 

and continuing. Together, let us keep nurturing our love of bonsai and maintain a vibrant, 

thriving, and welcoming San Diego bonsai community. 

Sincerely,  

John Holloway 

 
 

https://www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/119048901440758/
https://www.youtube.com/@sandiegobonsaiclub3181
https://www.instagram.com/san_diego_bonsai_club/
https://www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com/


 

JANUARY PRESENTATION 

Building a Yose-ue Forest & Slab Creation 
with Juan Cruz | By Matt Jillson, 1st Vice President 

 

Happy New Year friends! We begin 2026 with some steam. A member recently cornered me at 

knife point during a meeting that they attended the GSBF Rendezvous at Santa Nella and 

witnessed such a great bonsai demonstration that I was forced to get in touch with the artist to 

have them visit the club, or else. With this in mind, January’s presentation will feature Juan Cruz, 

President of the Bay Area’s Midori Bonsai Club. Juan is coming into town to demonstrate his 

technique for creating a Yose-ue forest slab planting utilizing Boxwood material (Buxus 

sempervirens). The demonstration will include creating a slab container from natural stone – a 

technique every member will be able to replicate at home. So, be sure to come prepared with 

questions for what is sure to be a lively meeting.  

Juan started his bonsai journey at a Sacramento American Bonsai Association event in 1995 

with Cathy Shaner and was immediately hooked. Later moving to the San Francisco Bay Area, he 

joined the Midori Bonsai Club and is the current club President. After completing a 2-year 

apprenticeship in Japan at the Mansei-En Bonsai Nursery, Juan returned to the States and began 

teaching bonsai. With an emphasis on the “why” we will walk through his philosophy on what 

makes good bonsai and the mental space we should be in when handling our trees. 

 

 

ANNUAL WINTER REPOT EVENT 
 

Our annual Winter repot event will be held at the January meeting from 9-1030 am 

before the presentation portion of our programming. Please bring up TO TWO TREES 

MAXIMUM, no larger than 20 INCHES (chuhin size), the container you want to repot into, 

your tools including some wire (2.0 aluminum bonsai wire is best) and drainage mesh. 

The club will provide fresh soil and some member expertise to help you repot, BUT 

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR BRINGING THE NECESSARY EQUIPMENT TO COMPLETE THE 

TASK. We cannot dump old soil in the city provided trash cans, so please be prepared 

to take it home with you to dispose of. 
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FEATURE ARTICLE 

Tree Growth, Repotting, and Mite 

Management: What to Watch For 
By Charlie Mosse 

A couple of us watched the video below and thought it nicely explained how trees grow. It is 

basic yet detailed enough to better understand the growing process.  

  YouTube → Trees Are So Weird 

Since repotting is here, sometimes a bit of light trimming is done to fine tune a silhouette so 

the tree will have the correct density, width, and height when it grows out in the spring. Michael 

Hagedorn, of Crataegus Bonsai, posted the following article which could prove helpful at re-potting 

and any other time one is styling a tree. 

  Article → How To Decide The Height Of A Bonsai  

 

The weather continues to get milder with warmer days and nights overall. We rarely have 

freezing temperatures of any note nor extended periods of cold days and very cold nights for 

holding back insects and diseases and providing good chill for the trees that need it. This is 

creating a situation where we see no winter kill of insects and almost no winter stoppage of insect 

hatches and/or growth. More batches of 

eggs are being laid per season, and the 

eggs are hatching out in a shorter period of 

time. Milder weather has also created more 

favorable temperature ranges for fungal 

diseases. Regarding mites, milder weather 

has extended their active periods.  

Talking about mites now is unusual, but I 

had an unusual issue last fall that may be 

helpful to pass on.  

But first, some useful information on 

mites.  

     YouTube → Managing Spider Mite Mayhem with the Purdue Plant Doctor  

• Very prolific, be vigilant enough for your area.  

• Very tiny but easy to assess for presence (video) 

• Ability to hatch in a brief period of time, especially in warm weather. 

• Lay and hatch eggs in cool (not cold) weather. 

Mites on Juniper minor infestation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSch_NgZpQs
https://crataegus.com/2025/12/19/how-to-decide-the-height-of-a-bonsai/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jG5L0lHlh08
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• Spreads in the wind, on our hands, tools, and clothing.  

• Can cause irreparable damage to leaves.  

• Fine webbing is not seen very often on bonsai because we constantly wash off trees 

and/or spray. But webbing can occur in moderate to serious infestations, most of the 

time on neglected bonsai and landscape plants. This is a great source for spreading. 

Check landscape plants for mites and also spray them off with water spray.  

Mite presence is seen in the stippling---dead spots where a mite has sucked out nutrients. Low 

infestation will show a slight loss of color. Beyond that level of infestation, the leaf color becomes 

more dull and most likely will not fully recover its color. Severe damage is very noticeable. The 

leaves will not recover and even die. At 

most levels of damage, the tree will have 

to back bud and grow new extensions to 

recover its vigor and health. Recovery 

takes a lot of energy, so be patient. 

Depending on the level of damage to the 

leaves, they will still provide some 

nutrients to the tree. So, do not remove 

leaves with green until the tree shows 

good back budding and growth. Then the 

damaged leaves should be removed.  

 

NOTE: Some damaged or dead leaves may need to be removed, thinned, to allow light to get to 

the stems where back budding will occur. 

Mites thrive in warm weather, particularly dry warm weather like when we get the air coming 

from the north and east during offshore air circulation or the dreaded Santa Ana wind events. Mite 

temperature ranges as a general rule are: 

• Activity slows a lot below 50-55 degrees but does not stop. 

• 75 degrees or above mites become a bit more active and will start to spread. 

• 80 degrees or above, activity increases moderately and outbreaks can occur. 

• 85-100 degrees mites are on a mission to cover your plant. 

• About 105 degrees mites can start dying and egg laying is reduced. 

• Nights below about 55 for long enough periods will help slow mites that are thriving in 

warm days. Nights > 65 will definitely help the mites. 

When you see that the weather is going to be 75 degrees or more and lower humidity, then 

preventive measures are needed. Prevention, as always, is the best way to go with all insects and 

diseases, especially with mites. If they are not stopped, they are at least slowed! 

 

 

Mite stippling clearly shown on broadleaf 
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PREVENTIVE STEPS: 

• Check for mites by holding notebook paper under all branches and tapping each branch 

several times firmly to knock off mites. Check for tiny specs on the paper. Then either 

watch for movement or go ahead and squish the spec with your finger while moving your 

finger across the paper. If it streaks, congratulations, that is most likely a mite. 

• Hose off the foliage with a full pressure fan spray from a garden nozzle. If needed, hold 

each branch from moving too much. This increases the spray’s effectiveness. Spray from 

ALL angles horizontally, straight down and from underneath, then straight down one last 

time. Force and volume are needed for maximum effect. Protect the soil surface from 

erosion with a rag or other method. 

• Apply a systemic now or wait 5-7 days and spray your favorite contact mite spray.  

• Wait another 7-10 days, or per the label instructions, and repeat the contact spray. 

• Wait again for about a 7-10 days and spray with your favorite mite spray. 

 

NOTE: Eggs hatch about every 5-10 days depending on the temps and are not all 

knocked off by the fan spray. Alternate mite insecticides to prevent mites becoming 

resistant to the same chemical. Insects, mites in particular, are prolific so they can, 

and do, become resistant. This applies to all insects. 

 

Mites are laying eggs and growing during most of our 

weather her in San Diego. Yes, egg laying and hatching will 

slow down a lot but, during mild winters, they do continue 

to thrive into fall, like mid-November and sometimes 

beyond. I have never had a mite problem in the fall until 

this year. Even though we had no temperature spikes or 

serious heat waves, the mites kept going. 

However, we were gone this fall for about 4 weeks, mid-

October to mid-November time frame. A good friend waters 

my trees and container plants and two members, thankfully, 

who kept my shohin and mame at their houses. I do not 

ask them to spray insecticides but can if they see a need. 

Due to a healthy respect for mites, I did the prevention 

steps before leaving. That has been working very well for 

many years, until the last trip. 

When we returned, the trees that were at other homes 

had no mites. The trees at home had mites, enough that the foliage on most of the Shimpaku 

was not as green, the Itoigawa had a few mites and the nanas, California Junipers and the Sierra 

Juniper were free of mites.  

Mites on Conifer needles (Spruce) 
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So, what happened? I thought that due diligence was done. Well, 

upon retracing my steps, I was not as careful this time. The foliage 

on about a dozen trees was much denser than usual, and I had 

not thoroughly tested each branch, especially the dense areas. 

Dense foliage protects mites by preventing the water fan spray and 

insect sprays from covering some of the interior leaves. The fall 

was not particularly hot but was warm enough for the mites to 

thrive and spread. 

 

 

TAKEAWAYS:  

• Be sure your mite prevention and control methods are 

properly done. 

• Foliage density is such that sprays can penetrate into the foliage mass but the tree’s 

aesthetics and silhouette are good. 

• Check again for live mites even after sprays are applied.  

• Mites thrive in warm weather and that fall will be warm enough for mites to thrive.  

• If nobody is around to spray pesticides while away, pay extra attention to prevention 

steps. 

• Use a systemic insecticide just before leaving for over one week. 

• Mites are active all year, but of course, more so in hot, dry weather. 

YouTube → Life Cycle of Spider Mites, or just Search in Google! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, help can be obtained by posting questions and photos on the SDBC Facebook page, 

SDBC website under Resources and emailing SDBC. The best way to get advice and hands-on 

help is to bring the tree(s) to a club meeting about which you have questions. 

 

  

Mites on Juniper, serious 

infestation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_glkWbORZV0
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DECEMBER RECAP 

Growing a clump-style bonsai 
with Andrew Robson | By Keith Carter, Publicity 

 The first thing anyone new to bonsai learns is patience. It doesn’t take long to 

understand it takes time – years, even decades – to grow and develop a beautiful 

bonsai. But according to Portland, Ore.-based expert 

Andrew Robson, a clump-style bonsai can speed up 

that usually slow process. During his presentation at the 

December SDBC meeting, Andrew explained that grouping 

together the trunks of multiple trees, a style called 

kabudachi, “can get you to the finish line a lot faster.”  

Maples, which Andrew used for his demonstration, and ginkos are especially 

suitable for clump style because they allow you to create a large mass with multiple 

trunks. “The more trunks that contribute to the tree’s silhouette, the faster you’ll 

have a tree that looks like something.” While deciduous trees such as maples, ginkos 

and elms are especially suitable for clump style, crepe myrtles, elms, camillias, 

ficuses, liquidambars and wisteria also grow well as kabudachi, he explained.  

For his demonstration, Robson started out with a collection of young trident maple whips, separating and 

grading each by size. He then zip-tied the whips together at the bottom just above the root ball. “You group 

the thickest trunks in the center, and those with smaller trunks on the outside.” Held close together by the 

zip-tie, the slender trunks will fuse into a single mass with multiple trunks to 

simulate trees growing together in nature.  

When potting, he placed a plastic disk halfway down in the pot and set the 

roots on top of it to force them to grow outward rather than straight down. “At 

this point, you want to focus more on the roots than on the trunks,” he said. He 

advised keeping the nebari covered with soil about an inch above the roots. And 

don’t worry about choosing a front at this point, he said, “it’s still 

unformed.” About two to three years after the roots and trunks are established, 

you can begin styling the trees.  

To grow the clumps, Andrew uses a soil blend of 80 percent akadama and 20 

percent kiryu (a pumice-like soil imported from Japan). A higher percentage of 

akadama allows you to grow better roots, he said. 

After potting, he wired the whips, using aluminum wire the same size as the 

trunks. For young trees, you should exaggerate their movement when wiring because it will smooth out over 

time as the branch grows, Andrew said. He recommended removing the wire about 6-8 weeks after the tree 

leafs out. After the initial potting, fertilize and let the extensions run, he said, but hold off on the first repot 

until after two growing seasons. 

For more information, visit Andrew’s website, Rakuyo Bonsai.  

Andrew Robson holds 

trident maple whips that 

will be planted in a 

clump style 

Andrew with the 

completed clump 

planting 

A closer look at how the 

multiple maple whips are 

held together with a zip 

tie 

https://www.rakuyobonsai.com/about
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EDUCATION | BOB HALE, VP EDUCATION 

Happy new year to everyone! I’m sure we are all looking forward to another year of growing 

with our bonsai. Bill, after eight years, is finally retiring as the VP of Education. He has done a 

terrific job of providing both beginner and intermediate learning opportunities to Club members. 

While he is “retired” I am certain he will continue to help the Club in many other ways. When you 

see him, do not hesitate to thank him for his service (oh and yes, he was in the Navy, so thank 

him for that too). 

Many of you perhaps know me from the beginner class sessions. I have been coordinating this 

effort for almost three years now and teaching an occasion beginner class with the support of the 

other instructors. My wife and I joined the club in 2008. I have held many positions including the 

tool guy, First VP, Club President, and also the soil guy. My wife Janice was the Treasurer for two 

years and Special Projects VP for 4 years. That’s eight Club shows (I was her personal sherpa 

supporting these shows). We both enjoy our time volunteering at the Safari Park’s Bonsai Pavilion. 

So now is the time for me to move on to the VP of Education role. Our Club has grown 

dramatically over the last four years. We have gone from 40 members per meeting to 140 

members per meeting. This growth brings a lot of challenges as to how best to educate a growing 

number of members with diverse bonsai skill sets. We will need to explore this together to develop 

other opportunities for all members to learn and grow. Looking forward to tackling this challenge 

together. So, let’s make 2026 another great bonsai year! 

 

 

BEGINNER WORKSHOPS 

 

Winter Beginners Class: - Buxus sempervirens – Common Boxwood  

January 11 – February 08 – March 08 

The 1st Beginners class for 2026 will start in January. We have some very nice Boxwoods to 

work on. This class sold out at the November meeting. The next beginner class will go on sale in 

April and will start June. 

 

Spring Beginners Class: - Olea euroapea – Olives  

April 12 – June 14 – July 12 

The spring beginner class will go on sale in February, and the class will start in April. The cost 

is $60.00. These olives have been growing for a number of years in one-gallon pots. They are 

short and will make very good shohin trees (less than eight inches in height).  
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INTERMEDIATE WORKSHOPS 

 

January – ANNUAL CLUB REPOTTING EVENT 

Bring a tree and our volunteers will help you repot it. Please limit yourself to two (2) trees no 

larger than chuhin size. We do not have the proper soil to repot large trees. PLEASE clean and 

prune your trees before bringing them in. Soil and assistance will be provided both before and 

after the meeting. Remember, this is for you to learn how to repot, not to have a tree repotted 

for you. 

 

January – Japanese Black Pine Workshop Series First Session – Fred Miyahara 

This will be a series of 3 sessions with the option of 3 more sessions in 2027. Each participant 

is expected to complete the first three sessions. The sessions will consist of the following: 

- January. Repot the tree, select the front and make some basic branch decisions. This 

session will start at 1:00 PM in room 101. 

- June. Review the tree, possibly cut candles or pull needles as necessary. 

- November. Review the tree, situationally pull needles, thin, prune, and wire. 

There are only 6 spots available. The class sold out at the November meeting. At the end of 

2026, there will be an option for 2 more sessions in 2027 to continue working on your tree. If you 

chose to move forward with the following two sessions in 2027, the cost will be $50.00 for the 2 

sessions. 

 

January – Japanese Black Pine Workshop Series 3rd Session – Fred Miyahara 

This is the 3rd session for those who previously attended the 2nd session last June. Trees will be 

reviewed, some design decisions will be made, and pruning as necessary to meet design objectives. 

This class will start at 8:30 AM in room 101. 

 

February – Catlin Elm – Mark Edgar 

We have some small leaf Catlin elms to work on. These trees are fairly tall and elegant and will 

make some very nice informal upright bonsai. There are only 6 spots available. This class sold out 

at the December meeting.  

- February. Repot the tree into a clay grow pot.  



10  

- June. Select the front, prune, and wire branches. 

 

General Information & Reminders 

New members are always excited about taking the beginners’ classes, and several have asked to 

be put on a waiting list for the next class. Please note that sign-up sheets for all classes and 

workshops are first available at the Bonsai Club meeting TWO months before the 

classes/workshops are held unless otherwise specified. We do not start a waiting list until after the 

sign-up sheet has been put out at the meeting and filled. 

A reminder that all beginning classes, workshops and skills classes are taught from 8:30 am to 

10:15 am on club meeting days at Balboa Park unless otherwise specified. Also, don’t forget to 

bring any trees that you would like some help with or advice from our excellent bonsai masters at 

the club. Help will be at the back of Room 101 to the right of the stage. 

 

THE BONSAI FORAGER | A LETTER FROM JOHN VOSS 

 

The Hunt  Is  On:  January’s  ‘L itt le  Missy’  B oxwood  
 

 

Greetings from the North County! 

The plant find for the month of January is a new introduction of boxwood grown by 

Everde, Forrest Grove, Oregon. It is a dwarf variety of Buxus microphylla called ‘Little 

Missy’ and grows very short & very tight. They are usually planted as multiple trunks 

and make wonderful shohin or chuhin sized clump style (Kabudachi). They have a little 

winter color that should change back to green in the spring. They are available at most 

Home Depot stores. Bring what you find to the January meeting so that I can see what 

you got. 

Happy hunting & good luck! 

John Voss  
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SAFARI PARK BONSAI PAVILLON | MARK EDGAR, LIAISON WITH SAFARI PARK 

 

We have had several Safari Park Service Awards given over the last month or so. Alan Burrows 

received his 25-year pin. Dennis Wagner, Cathy Edgar, and Mark Edgar received their 15-year pins. 

Thank you all. 

Doug Jarvis and Eric Gripp started cleaning and applying lime sulfur to several junipers at Safari 

Park. This is an important activity because it is critical for protecting juniper dead wood. Thanks to 

Janice Hale for the pictures. 

Our annual Christmas potluck at Safari Park was held on December 6th. Not only do we have 

talented bonsai artists as volunteers, we also have great cooks, especially for desserts. Thanks to 

Udaykant Pandey (Uday) for the potluck pictures.  
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MEMBERSHIP | CINDY PECILE, VP MEMBERSHIP 

 

   Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a great Holiday. The start of a new year is the time to 

renew your San Diego Bonsai Club membership for the 2026 calendar year. Your membership dues 

allow the club to continue purchasing material for beginner & intermediate classes, to bring in 

informative presentations by well-known bonsai artists, to sponsor tree re-potting events, and much 

more. The club could not do it without your support! You can renew your membership through the 

club website or at a monthly meeting. NOTE TO CLUB MEMBERS WHO HAVE JOINED SINCE 

SEPTEMBER 1, 2025 - You do not have to renew your membership until the start of calendar year 

2027. If any existing or new member is unsure about the status of their membership, please see 

me at the membership table or contact me through the club email, sandiegobonsaiclub@gmail.com. 

Please welcome the following people who joined the club in November and December 2025. 

 

  Daniel Schafer     Lisa Schafer   Francisco Garcia 

  Christopher Nicklaw  Ryan Alcoran   Fred Mora 

  Michael Gonzalez  Jason Tucker   Pamela Portillo 

  Trevor Jensen  Beth Jackson   Bruston Manuel 

  Ryan Haringa 

   

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

As stated above, you can begin renewing your club membership for the 2026 calendar year. You 

can renew online on the San Diego Bonsai Club website or at a club meeting. Your membership 

must be current to participate in club events – taking classes – beginner or intermediate, traveling 

on bus trips, volunteering at the Safari Park or Japanese Friendship Garden, and volunteering or 

selling items at the shows.  

You can renew your membership or become a new member: 

• In person at a club meeting. You can pay with cash, check, or credit. 

• On the San Diego Bonsai Club website using the payment portal 

(https://www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com/membership.html) 

  Club dues will remain at $30 for a single membership and each additional family member is $5.  

If any of your contact information has recently changed, please let me know at a club meeting or 

email me at sandiegobonsaiclub@gmail.com 

The current club membership stands at 641 members. 

 

mailto:sandiegobonsaiclub@gmail.com
https://www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com/membership.html
mailto:sandiegobonsaiclub@gmail.com
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SDBC CLUB MEETING MINUTES | DEC 14TH, 2025 10:30AM START 

General Topics 

President (Matt Jillson for Susan Ronan) 

- Sue Carter performed the swearing in & Oath of Office for the new 2026 SDBC Board 

members; John Holloway (President), Matt Jillson (1st Vice President), Bob Hale (VP of 

Education), Tom Cylkowski (Treasurer), John Barsanti (Secretary), Cindi Pecile (VP of 

Membership);  Absent Members: Susan Ronan (Past President), Phaedra Ehring (VP of Special 

Projects) 

- There's an upcoming opportunity to show your bonsai at the 104th Annual Coronado Flower 

Show in April 2026. If interested, please contact Kyle Icke at (858) 699-8668 

Kyle.Icke@SDCounty.Ca.gov.  

Board Reports & Additional Info 

VP Education (Bob Hale for Bill Graham) 

- Nick Bastida will be helping to fill in with education for 2026. 

- Jan/Feb/Mar - Beginner Class (Brenda Crann) SOLD-OUT 

- Jan/Jun/Nov – Pine Workshop Series (Fred Miyahara) SOLD-OUT 

- Feb/Jun – Catlin Elm Workshop (Mark Edgar) SOLD-OUT 

VP Special Projects (Phaedra Ehring) 

- N/A 

Treasurer (Tom Cylkowski) 

- The Budget for 2026 has been compiled and will be confirmed in Jan with the new board. 

- The E-Trade investment account is pending, and still in process of being completed. 

- Club funds are healthy at this time. 

VP Membership (Cindy Pecile) 

- Please remember to sign our attendance sheet at the door when attending our monthly 

meetings. 

- We are currently at 637 members. 

- Taking Renewals in December & January. 

Safari Park (John Jackson) 

- Safari Park workdays are on the 1st & 3rd Sat. each month. If interested, please see 

Mark Edgar for details.  

Japanese Friendship Garden (Neil Auwarter) 

- N/A  

mailto:Kyle.Icke@SDCounty.Ca.gov
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1st Vice President (Matt Jillson) 

- Introduced our presenter, Andrew Robson on Trident Maple Madness 

- Introduced our presenter, Jonas Dupuich - Starting Shohin Juniper Bonsai 

 

 

SDBC BOARD MEETING MINUTES | DEC 16TH, 2025 6:30PM START 

In attendance: Susan Ronan (President), Matt Jillson (1st VP), Bill Graham (VP for Education), 

Phaedra Ehring (VP for Special Projects), Tom Cylkowski (Treasurer), Cindy Pecile (Membership), 

Carla Marasco (Secretary), Ignacio De La Torre (Past President), John Holloway (2026 President), 

John Barsanti (2026 Secretary), Bob Hale (2026 VP of Education), Nick Bastida (2026 1st Assistant 

VP of Education 2026) 

General Topics 

President (Susan Ronan) 

- Welcome to President elect John Holloway, Recording Secretary John Barsanti and VP of 

Education Bob Hale and his assistant Nick Bastida! 

- Congratulations and farewell to outgoing VP of Education Bill Graham and Secretary Carla 

Marasco! 

- AmyJo Davis is cleaning up old Google drive files and moving ownership to SDBC. 

- Room 104 has been reserved for October 2026 when we normally have our Picnic. Room 101 

is not reserved but is still available if needed. 

- The 2026 November meeting will need a location secured as Room 101 & 104 are 

unavailable due to the annual Rose Garden Show.  

 

Board Reports  

1st Vice President (Matt Jillson) 

- N/A 

VP Education (Bob Hale for Bill Graham) 

Upcoming Workshops  

- Jan/Jun/Nov – Pine Workshop Series (Fred Miyahara) SOLD-OUT 

- Feb/Jun - Catlin Elms (Mark Edgar) SOLD OUT 

- Mar – Pending 

- Apr - Yong Choe am & pm sessions with additional workshops on the Sat prior to the 

meeting. 

- The club has reduced the tree inventory to supply a few more beginner classes. There is 

also still a varied inventory of trees for future workshops. The education team is also 
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working on staging location/s and care of future tree stock, as well as gathering resources 

for material for future classes. 

- Nick Bastida will be assisting Bob Hale with workshop coordination. He will also be included 

in future board meetings going forward. 

VP Special Projects (Phaedra Ehring) 

- N/A 

Treasurer (Tom Cylkowski) 

- E-Trade is requesting us to re-submit application. This will require a new vote and new 

signatures from the 2026 board, as there was not a quorum of signatures from the 2025 

board and the submission must be completed within 90 days of the vote. The next meeting 

will occur after that 90-day period has passed. 

- U.S. Bank will require updated account information and signatures to remove former signers 

Susan Ronan (Past President) and Carla Marasco (Past Secretary), and to add new signers 

John Holloway (2026/27 President) and John Barsanti (2026 Secretary). The SDBC meeting 

minutes will be provided on SDBC letterhead and will include the Oath and Swearing-In. 

- The old SDBC computer will be disposed of after it has been cleared & re-set to factory 

settings. 

VP Membership (Cindy Pecile) 

- N/A 

Secretary (Carla Marasco) 

- N/A 

Past President (Ignacio De La Torre) 

- N/A 

 

End of Meeting 7:17pm 
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TREASURER’S REPORT | TOM CYLKOWSKI, TREASURER 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES  
 

EVENT DATE(S) LOCATION ROOMS 

January Meeting Jan 11th Casa del Prado 101 & 104 

Monthly Meeting Feb 8th Casa del Prado 101 & 104 

Bonsai-A-Thon Bus Trip Feb 28th San Marino, CA  

March Meeting Mar 15th Casa del Prado 101 & 104 

April Meeting Apr 12th Casa del Prado 101 & 104 

Spring Bonsai Show Apr 25th & 26th Casa Del Prado 101 

Annual Bonsai Pavilion Picnic May Safari Park Hunte Pavilion 

 

*SDBC meetings are subject to availability of the rooms in Casa del Prado. Our preferred date for 

the second Sunday of each month sometimes conflicts with other clubs’ shows or special event, 

so we choose an alternative day.  

    
 

REOCCURRING ACTIVITIES 

- Japanese Friendship Garden bonsai workdays: Tuesdays & Saturdays; contact Neil Auwarter 

for volunteer information. 

 

- San Diego Zoo Safari Park Bonsai Pavilion workdays: First and third Saturdays of each 

month; contact Mark Edgar for volunteer information. 

 

 

RESOURCES 

- Statewide events. See the Golden State Bonsai Federation 

- SDBC Resources 

o SanDiegoBonsaiClub.com 

o Email BonsaiWire@SanDiegoBonsaiClub.com  

o Social media platforms  

 

 

       

  

mailto:neilauwarter@hotmail.com
mailto:mark@mtedgar.com
http://www.gsbfbonsai.org/
https://www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com/
mailto:BonsaiWire@SanDiegoBonsaiClub.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/119048901440758/
https://www.instagram.com/san_diego_bonsai_club/
https://www.youtube.com/@sandiegobonsaiclub3181
https://www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com/
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VOLUNTEER TEAM | SAN DIEGO BONSAI CLUB 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

President: John Holloway  VP Special Projects: Phaedra Ehring 

1st Vice President: Matt Jillson  VP Education: Bob Hale 

Secretary: John Barsanti  VP Membership: Cindy Pecile 

Treasurer: Tom Cylkowski  Past President: Susan Ronan 

 

APPOINTED POSITIONS  JAPANESE FRIENDSHIP GARDEN 

Refreshment 

Coordinator: 
Adrian & Tony Mangina  Bonsai Curator: Neil Auwarter 

Publicity: Keith Carter  Liaison: Barbara French-Lee 

Sunshine Chair: Susan Baker    

Librarian & Historian: Sonya Holmquist  SAFARI PARK BONSAI PAVILION 

Help Corner: John Voss  Curator: John Jackson 

Tool Sales Manager: 
Brenda Myers 

Jake Shaver 
 Assistant Curator: Dennis Wagner 

YouTube & 

Photographer: 
Carla Marasco  Liaison: Mark Edgar 

Audio Visual: Michael Bird    

Webmaster: Janice Hale  
J a p a n e s e  F r i e n d s h i p  G a r d e n  

B o n s a i  w o r k d a y s :  

Coordinator of 

Education Curriculum: 
Bob Hale  

Tuesdays & Saturdays 

contact Neil Auwarter for volunteer information 

The Bonsai Wire 
Editor 

Sean Roozen   

Q u e s t i o n s  ~  C o m m e n t s  ~  C o n c e r n s  

B o n s a i W i r e @ S a n D i e g o B o n s a i C l u b . c o m  

 
S a n  D i e g o  Z o o  S a f a r i  P a r k   
B o n s a i  P a v i l i o n  w o r k d a y s :  

 
1st & 3rd Saturdays of the month 

contact Mark Edgar for volunteer information 

mailto:BonsaiWire@SanDiegoBonsaiClub.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

San Diego Bonsai Club  

P.O. Box 86037 

San Diego 92138 

 

Return Service Requested 
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