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  Fall has finally arrived, and my deciduous trees are changing color and 

beginning to drop leaves, the liquidambar being the first one to be leafless. 

Pomegranate leaves are golden, and elm leaves are beginning to fall. Time to 

gear up for juniper repotting! Some might think it a little early, but I follow John 

Jackson’s timing. He feels they benefit from early repotting so they are well 

established by the time the Santa Ana roll around. But as Charlie Mosse says, 

“It’s always about the aftercare!” 

We had another very successful Bonsai Blast event last meeting, thanks to Bill 

Graham and his crew who did a fabulous job organizing the event, and to 

Phaedra Ehring who organized the food and especially the coffee that kept us 

going all day! Phaedra always does an outstanding job and makes it look easy! 

Thanks to everyone who lent a hand and contributed to the silent auction. We 

rely on the income for these events to be able to bring talent to our meetings 

and events so thanks if you spent some money with the club! 

We are very pleased to have John Holloway nominated for President for 2026 

and 2027 and John Barsanti as Secretary. Both will be great for the club with 

new energy and new ideas on how to best serve our members. Thank you to 

Fred Miyahara and Brenda Crann for serving as the nominating committee. 

And just another reminder that if we want to enjoy coffee and snacks at the 

meetings next year, we will need someone to step into the role of starting the 

coffee and providing a few snacks (with a budget of course) at our meetings. 

Adrian and Tony have done an over-the-top service to the club, far beyond the 

coffee and snacks we hope for. Readers, please consider taking on this role. 

 

“Nothing is absolute. Everything changes, everything moves, everything revolves, 

everything flies and goes away.” 
- Frida Kahlo 

 

 

https://www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/119048901440758/
http://www.youtube.com/@sandiegobonsaiclub3181
https://www.instagram.com/san_diego_bonsai_club/
https://www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com/
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NOVEMBER PRESENTATION 

Starting Shohin Juniper Bonsai 
with Jonas Dupuich | By Matt Jillson, 1st Vice President 

 Jonas Dupuich is returning to the San Diego Bonsai Club 

for our November meeting. What is sure to be an exciting 

morning, Jonas is going to be walking the club through the 

process of developing high quality shohin sized bonsai 

material from scratch using Kishu Junipers, Juniperus chinesis 

‘Kishu’. We will be twisting and bending a few whips to start 

so you can see how the process begins before Jonas settles 

in with more mature material for the main presentation.  

For those of you who started a Neagari-style pine with 

Jonas at our last December meeting, please bring those in 

for this meeting. From 9:00 - 10:30am Jonas will be reviewing 

these pines, helping you make small edits, and providing tips 

on the next steps in their development. There’s going to be a 

lot packed into this meetingso come early and be prepared for intense learning opportunities. I 

look forward to seeing you there.  

Jonas Dupuich is a well-known bonsai artist from Northern California. Cofounder of the Pacific 

Bonsai Expo, Jonas is also the author of The Little Book of Bonsai and The Essential Bonsai Book 

in addition to the ever-useful Bonsai Tonight blog. His trees have been selected for display in local 

and regional exhibitions, including the US National Bonsai Exhibition and he is considered one of 

the top black pine practitioners in our country. 

  



3  

FEATURE ARTICLE 

How to Tweak Fall Color & When to 

Repot, A New Wrinkle 
By Charlie Mosse 

  Michael Hagedorn, owner of Crataegus Bonsai, posted this article in his blog. It is too good 

not to pass on. Fall color can vary year to year, even on the same tree, and Michael explains why 

in How to Tweak Fall Color. 

When to repot is revisited (see Wire article December 2022) in this article, using the twin-trunk 

olive at the Pavilion. Thanks to the repotting team of Mark, 

Eric, Sonya, Bin and Shawn for getting this done. 

When to repot is not a new subject, but a very important 

one. We discussed the need to repot the twin-trunk olive 

several times over the years, but the outward look of the 

tree did not indicate a need, or at least an immediate need. 

The repot was done on July 19, 2025.  

The situation with the twin-trunked olive at the Pavilion 

turned out to be unique. The look of the tree was as 

follows… 

INDICATORS THAT REPOTTING WAS NOT NEEDED: 

✓ Good leaf color and gloss. 

✓ New growth had good color and was vigorous. 

✓ No leaf drop out of the ordinary. 

✓ Good growth as expected in the top 2/3 of the tree 

on both trunks. 

✓ Pushing a chopstick into the soil received no significant resistance or pushed in easily but 

did come out very moist. 

✓ Surface percolation and overall drainage were very good. 

✓ Soil smelled earthy, not stinky from anaerobic conditions due to poor drainage. 

INDICATORS THAT REPOTTING COULD BE NEEDED: 

❖ Growth could have been a bit more vigorous but was good. Note: A tree in refinement 

needs to slow down to keep it refined. So, not repotting it could be OK. 

❖ Growth on the lower branches could have been stronger. There was some twig die-off 

and foliar density could’ve been a bit denser. If growth is too weak for too long, twig 

Sonya, Eric, Bin and Shawn moving tree 

off the pedestal. 

https://crataegus.com/2025/10/17/how-to-tweak-fall-color/
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dieback can occur which is a not-so-subtle sign there is something wrong with the roots 

or energy balance. 

❖ Referring to the previous bullet, the strong growth in the 

apex and top 1/3 of the tree has been controlled better. 

This has given more food and hormones to the weaker 

lower branches by balancing the tree’s energy, as basic 

bonsai technique.  

❖ The soil contained lots of fine to very fine organic 

accumulation which is a sign of an older soil. There was 

no akadama in the soil to break down, so the fines 

could have come from the original soil mix and the use 

of organic fertilizers.  

❖ Pumice sizing was all 1/8” or less. Soil looked to require 

more large-sized pumice. No scoria was seen, but that is 

OK because having that much organic matter and then 

adding small-size scoria, the soil would hold more 

moisture longer. 

❖ Where did the organics come from? The original potting 

soil had a lot of organics in it. Small worms and other 

critters were active creating castings that were pushed to 

the surface, adding to the organic particle amount. Source of the worms could have been 

from small amounts of recycled soil added at the last repot, added worm castings or, 

who knows. Great for moisture retention and nutrition, but not so good in the long term 

for good aeration.  

❖ Unless the soil critters remained active, which 

they were, drainage was still adequate, but with 

time would become incomplete at the very 

bottom of the pot. 

TIP: If you doubt the completeness of the 

drainage, tilt the suspect pot(s) at about 20-30 

degrees for 15 minutes or so after each 

watering. 

❖ The last repot was 7 years ago. That is a 

long time, but not necessarily too long for an 

older tree. 

Bottom line---There were no compelling 

reasons to repot. It is just that it had been 7 

years so there was a curiosity that the soil might 

have a problem within a couple of years. 

Showing bottom of rootball.  Smooth areas in 

blue areas, with very fine, moist to wet soil vs 

coarse moist soil just above those fine roots 

Shin under trunk with some roots 

but should have more. Area was 

very moist and had some old soil 

but no dirt. Root mass is healthy 

and moderately dense. 
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TIP: Not repotting a tree in refinement will help keep the leaves small, the growth slowed and 

internodes short. If the tree can go another 1-2 years without a repot, that is OK, this is actually 

a technique. 

OBSERVATIONS AT REPOTTING: 

❖ The soil removed from the edge of the root ball at tree removal was not as dense as it 

could have been after 7 years, but the roots 

were healthy. 

❖ The soil directly under the trunk, the shin 

(pronounced sheen), smelled good, had lots of 

organics and a few roots that could have 

looked healthier and should have been more 

of them.  

❖ The soil below the shin, but above the bottom 

of the pot, was well drained, smelled earthy, 

was moist to very moist, but ok. The soil was 

fine textured with lots of organics and small 

particles of pumice <1/8”, which was odd. 

Lots of healthy roots around the shin in the 

upper 3/4 of the root ball mass. 

❖ There were no bad pockets of old soil. If 

chronically wet, old soil or dirt can easily 

cause root rot and hinder root growth or, if 

chronically dry, then there is usually no root growth. 

❖ The soil at the very bottom of the pot was wet, roots were a bit off-color that is more 

of a tan to light brown color, but there was no rot. THE ROOTS WERE VERY FINE, SIMILAR TO A 

FINE MESH, not the usual coarser roots olives produce.  

Now having seen the roots, was there a significant observation that said, it is a good thing that 

it was repotted? Not really, except that the last bullet shows a possibility of troublesome root rot 

in the very bottom of the pot if we had waited for 2-3 more years. Otherwise, waiting another 

year to repot would have been fine. It was a good call, but not a necessary one. 

The new soil mix was 4-parts pumice, 4-parts scoria, and 2-parts fir bark (4:4:2) aka SDBC club 

mix. Particle sizes were >1/16” to 3/16”, the majority being 1/8”-3/16”. This will improve drainage 

in the bottom of the pot and the surface percolation, improving aeration for many years to come. 

More foliar growth is of course expected, leading to more trimming for a few years until the roots 

start to crowd. Due to increased drainage, more nitrogen will leach from the soil. Adding more 

nitrogen could also increase leaf size and internode length. As a result, figuring out a new balance 

will be needed to keep the tree healthy but not cause too much growth and new root growth and 

foliar growth is always tempting. In general, in a coarser soil mix, roots will start to grow within 2-

New soil added and pushed into the pot 

with the end-beveled bamboo soil tool. 
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3 weeks. By September, at six weeks, most of the cut roots should be regrowing, but it could take 

a couple of months to really get going. Foliar growth in the short term might slow down a bit as 

the tree recovers from the shock of repotting.  

NEW GROWTH COULD CONTINUE ON WITHOUT A HITCH. THIS WOULD BE BECAUSE: 

❖ “It is an olive” as Cesar Ordonez, owner of CenCal Bonsai, stated. I thought it fit.  

❖ The tree was healthy and showed regular growth before the repot. 

❖ The roots were seen to be healthy at repot and did not have to be pruned much in the 

way of dead roots or the removal of large roots. 

❖ Summer will continue for a couple more months. 

However, the enclosed photos were taken 3 months after repotting. Not much new foliar growth! 

But no leaf drop or loss of leaf color which is a good sign.  

 

WHY DID THE REGROWTH NOT OCCUR AS IT SHOULD HAVE? 

❖ The last months of summer seemed a bit 

cooler than normal, which can slow up an olive. 

They really do like the days in the 90’s or more 

and nights in the upper 60’s. It seemed to be less 

this year in the late summer, early fall.  

❖ As resilient as olives are, sometimes even the 

tough species need a bit more recovery time after 

the shock of repotting. 

 

 

 

 

As always, if you have a problem or just need advice, post several photos with notes on the 

SDBC Facebook page, Instagram, email SDBC from website, or bring your tree(s) or to a club 

meeting for better advice. 

  

3 months later (October 17t), bud swelling is just 

beginning. 
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EDUCATION | BILL GRAHAM, VP EDUCATION 

 Welcome to November. So much for fall! We had a couple of cooler days and 

then back to the 90’s! With this heat your trees may go a little crazy, thinking it 

is time to wake up. Keep watering them and as it cools back down, they will start 

to go back to dormancy. 

Thank you to everyone that attended the Bonsai Blast, especially all the volunteers that helped 

to put this on. Without you, none of this would be possible! I hope you all had as good of a time 

as I did. The demos were great; the silent auction had some really good material and some 

excellent bargains. The vendors had great pots, trees, tools and soils etc. for sale. Everyone I 

spoke with had good sales.  

I, and several other club members, attended the GSBF Rendezvous the weekend of October 24-

26. We watched our own Matthew Gelacio participate in the Joshua Roth Rising Star competition. 

Matthew created a beautiful tree. His skills were really on point! There were demos, workshops, 

vendors, live and silent auctions and just 3 days of great bonsai fun. If you get a chance to 

attend an event like this, I highly recommend it! 

 
A F T E R  8  Y E A R S  A S  T H E  V I C E  P R E S I D E N T  O F  E D U C A T I O N ,  I  A M  R E T I R I N G !  

W E  N E E D  S O M E O N E  T O  T A K E  O V E R  E D U C A T I O N .  I  W I L L  W O R K  W I T H  Y O U  
T O  G E T  Y O U  A C C L I M A T E D  T O  T H E  P O S I T I O N .  P L E A S E  C O N T A C T  M E  O R  

P R E S I D E N T  S U S A N  R O N A N  T O  D I S C U S S  I F  Y O U  W A N T  T O  V O L U N T E E R  F O R  
T H E  P O S I T I O N .  

 

Fall Beginners Class: - Juniperus procumbens ‘Nana’ – John Jackson 

August 10 – September 14 – November 09 

This is the third and final session of the Nana Juniper class. You will finish up your styling and 

repot your trees at this time. The class starts at 8:30 am in Room 104. Please be on time or a 

few minutes early to help set up the classroom. Observers are always welcome. Even if you did 

not get into the class, you can still observe and learn. SOLD OUT! 

 

Beginners Class: - Buxus sempervirens – Common Boxwood  

January 11 – February 08 – March 08 

The 1st Beginners class for 2026 will be January, March, and April. We have some very nice 

Boxwoods to work on. This class will go on sale at the November meeting. The cost is $60.00. 
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INTERMEDIATE WORKSHOPS 

November – Juniperus chinensis ‘Shimpaku’ – Itoigawa – Neil Auwater 

Neil Auwater will lead a workshop with some chuhin Shimpaku Itoigawa. These trees all have 1” 

– 1 ½” trunks and will make interesting bonsai. SOLD OUT! 

 

December 6th – Bring Your Own Tree with Andrew Robson 

This is a rare chance to work with visiting artist Andrew Robson. Andrew is a bonsai 

professional from Oregon. He apprenticed under Michael Hagedorn. Andrew is particularly adept 

with shohin and deciduous trees. This will be an all-day session from 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM on 

Saturday December 6th, the day before the Club Meeting. This will be held at Fred Miyahara’s 

garden. Lunch will be provided. This workshop is limited to 6 people. The cost is $135.00. It will be 

sold at the November Meeting.  

 

January – ANNUAL CLUB REPOTTING EVENT 

Bring a tree and our volunteers will help you repot it. Please limit yourself to two (2) trees no 

larger than chuhin size. We do not have the proper soil to repot large trees. PLEASE clean and 

prune your trees before bringing them in. Soil and assistance will be provided both before and 

after the meeting. Remember, this is for you to learn how to repot, not to have a tree repotted 

for you. 

 

January – Japanese Black Pine Workshop Series – Fred Miyahara 

This will be a series of 3 sessions with the option of 3 more sessions in 2027. Each participant 

is expected to complete the first three sessions. The sessions will consist of the following: 

- January. Repot the tree, select the front and make some basic branch decisions.  

- June. Review the tree, possibly cut candles or pull needles as necessary. 

- November. Review the tree, situationally pull needles, thin, prune, and wire. 

At the end of 2026, there will be an option for 2 more sessions in 2027 to continue working on 

your tree. There are only 6 spots available. This will go on sale at the November Meeting. The 

cost is $275.00.  

If you chose to move forward with this in 2027, the cost will be $50.00 for the next 2 sessions. 

 



9  

General Information & Reminders 

New members are always excited about taking the beginners’ classes, and several have asked to 

be put on a waiting list for the next class. Please note that sign-up sheets for all classes and 

workshops are first available at the Bonsai Club meeting TWO months before the 

classes/workshops are held unless otherwise specified. We do not start a waiting list until after the 

sign-up sheet has been put out at the meeting and filled. 

A reminder that all beginning classes, workshops and skills classes are taught from 8:30 am to 

10:15 am on club meeting days at Balboa Park unless otherwise specified. Also, don’t forget to 

bring any trees that you would like some help with or advice from our excellent bonsai masters at 

the club. Help will be at the back of Room 101 to the right of the stage. 

If you have any ideas that can improve our programs or have skills that you would like to 

share, please contact me at wfgraham3rd@gmail.com.  

  

GARY’S JUNIPER CLASS 2025 
 
Hey everyone in the class! We have made it through a year of Juniper work. This November meeting will be our last for 

the year, so I am asking everyone to bring in your trees one last time. We will look back with curiosity at what we 

accomplished and learned in this year of focused energy and talk together about what we take away from this 

experience. If, for any reason, you cannot bring your tree in or your Juniper bonsai doesn’t make it, I will ask you to 

share your thoughts. We have all worked together this year, learning from each other and helping each other with the 

issues that we faced. There were thirty-plus of us learning together as one class about Juniper bonsai. 

 

 YOUR HOMEWORK:  Besides bringing in your bonsai, I am requesting that you bring in a legible “critique” of this class. 

Tell the board what you think about this class:  Should they do it again? What did you learn? What would you like to 

see or do differently…or the same? What did you enjoy...not enjoy? Anything you think might help the board  

make decisions about how to educate the membership. Be honest, I can take it, and I will not take it personally. I want 

this club to continue to be a great club and get even better so let loose and tell us what you think—let her rip! I’ll 

collect them from you. Finally, I WANT TO THANK YOU  for giving this class a chance to show what can be done by  

members who believe in and nurture their love for bonsai. I will continue to be present to answer your questions and 

share what I have learned. See you in November! 

mailto:wfgraham3rd@gmail.com
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SAFARI PARK BONSAI PAVILLON 

MARK EDGAR, SAFARI PARK LIAISON 

 

We used to fly koi fish kites from the two flagpoles at the 

Pavilion, but the sun and wind caused them to decay rapidly 

within a year. Since they cost too much to replace every 

year, we had a flag made with the SDBC’s logo on it. On a 

windy day it looks nice and hopefully it will last longer than a 

year. 

 

 

 

Ken Zito is pictured next to the bald 

cypress Forest he routinely prunes. This is 

the same forest that was shown at the 

John Naka Bonsai Exhibition in Los Angeles 

in August. 

 

 

 

Cathy Edgar discusses a foemina with Josh 

Frampton and Nate Chongsiriwatana. This 

foemina, you might remember, was one of the 

two bonsai stolen from the Bonsai Pavilion 

around 2016 that were returned in poor 

condition about three years later. This tree 

spent a few years in development as part of the 

recovery process. It is now back on display. 

Thanks to Charlie Mosse for the last two 

pictures. 
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MEMBERSHIP | CINDY PECILE, VP MEMBERSHIP 

 

Please welcome the following people who joined the club in August and September 2025. 

 

Jacob West 

Mariel Benigno 

Ross Rizzo 

Hank Cullers 

Derek Cullers 

Christine Barton 

Maansi Gupta 

Hana Ha 

Tim Srock 

Randall Gransow 

Woojin Choi 

Elena Castillo 

John Unikewicz 

Lorna Briddick 

David Podolsky 

Renae Podolsky 

Debbi Yoakum 

Kendra McCafferty 

Jeff Whitehead 

Hilda Trevino 

Abraham Lopez 

Oslec Lopez 

Ailed Lopez 

Austin Willson 

Catherine Jacobs-Willson Randy 

Wolff 

Barbara Terry 

Scott Kirtland 

Julio Santiesteban 

Cecilia Santiesteban 

Marios Patriotis 

Iana Chugunova 

Michael Gkagkos 

Maria Ppali 

Pam McCormick 

Omar Contigiani 

Keith Nguyen 

Clifford Rutt 

Silver Romero 

Forrest Romero 

Carlos Alaya 

Alba Martinez 

Jason Alfrey 

Ryan Weaver 

Masatsugu Sugita 

Taylor Kinoshita 

Aaron Valdez 

Skip Dunham 

Hale Maher 

Assaf Magen 

Megan Andre 

Paul Trova

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS  

Beginning in December 2025, you can begin renewing your club membership for the 2026 

calendar year. You can renew online on the San Diego Bonsai Club website or at a club meeting. 

If you are unsure of your membership status, please contact me via the club email, 

sandiegobonsaiclub@gmail.com. A current roster is also available to review at the club meetings. 

New members who join between September 1, 2025, and December 31, 2025, do not have to 

renew their membership until January 2027. Your membership must be current to participate in 

club events – taking classes – beginner or intermediate, traveling on bus trips, volunteering at the 

Safari Park or Japanese Friendship Garden, and volunteering or selling items at the shows.  

You can renew your membership or become a new member: 

• In person at a club meeting. You can pay with cash, check, or credit. 

• Renew online on the San Diego Bonsai Club website using the payment portal. 

(https://www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com/membership.html) 

Club dues will remain at $30 for a single membership and each additional family member is $5. 

If any of your contact information has recently changed, please let me know at a club meeting or 

email me at sandiegobonsaiclub@gmail.com 

The current club membership stands at 614 members. 

  

mailto:sandiegobonsaiclub@gmail.com
https://www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com/membership.html
mailto:sandiegobonsaiclub@gmail.com
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TREASURER’S REPORT | TOM CYLKOWSKI, TREASURER 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES  
 

EVENT DATE(S) LOCATION ROOMS 

November Meeting Nov. 9th  Casa del Prado 101 & 104 

December Meeting Dec. 14th  Casa del Prado 101 & 104 

    

 

*SDBC meetings are subject to availability of the rooms in Casa del Prado. Our preferred date for 

the second Sunday of each month sometimes conflicts with other clubs’ shows or special event, 

so we choose an alternative day.  

    
 

REOCCURRING ACTIVITIES 

- Japanese Friendship Garden bonsai workdays: Tuesdays & Saturdays; contact Neil Auwarter 

for volunteer information. 

 

- San Diego Zoo Safari Park Bonsai Pavilion workdays: First and third Saturdays of each 

month; contact Mark Edgar for volunteer information. 

 

 

RESOURCES 

- Statewide events. See the Golden State Bonsai Federation 

- SDBC Resources 

o SDBC Website https://www.SanDiegoBonsaiClub.com/ 

o Email BonsaiWire@SanDiegoBonsaiClub.com  

o Social media platforms  

 

 

             

  

mailto:neilauwarter@hotmail.com
mailto:mark@mtedgar.com
http://www.gsbfbonsai.org/
https://www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com/
https://www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com/
mailto:BonsaiWire@SanDiegoBonsaiClub.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/119048901440758/
https://www.instagram.com/san_diego_bonsai_club/
http://www.youtube.com/@sandiegobonsaiclub3181
https://www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com/
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VOLUNTEER TEAM | SAN DIEGO BONSAI CLUB 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

President: Susan Ronan  VP Special Projects: Phaedra Ehring 

1st Vice President: Matt Jillson  VP Education: Bill Graham 

Secretary: Carla Marasco  VP Membership: Cindy Pecile 

Treasurer: Tom Cylkowski  Past President: Ignacio De La Torre 

 

APPOINTED POSITIONS  JAPANESE FRIENDSHIP GARDEN 

Refreshment 

Coordinator: 
Adrian & Tony Mangina  Bonsai Curator: Neil Auwarter 

Publicity: Keith Carter  Liaison: Barbara French-Lee 

Sunshine Chair: Susan Baker    

Librarian & Historian: Sonya Holmquist  SAFARI PARK BONSAI PAVILION 

Help Corner: John Voss  Curator: John Jackson 

Tool Sales Manager: 
Brenda Myers 

Jake Shaver 
 Assistant Curator: Dennis Wagner 

YouTube & 

Photographer: 
Carla Marasco  Liaison: Mark Edgar 

Audio Visual: Michael Bird    

Webmaster: Janice Hale  
J a p a n e s e  F r i e n d s h i p  G a r d e n  

B o n s a i  w o r k d a y s :  

Coordinator of 

Education Curriculum: 
Bob Hale  

Tuesdays & Saturdays 

contact Neil Auwarter for volunteer information 

The Bonsai Wire Editor: Sean Roozen   

Q u e s t i o n s  ~  C o m m e n t s  ~  C o n c e r n s  

B o n s a i W i r e @ S a n D i e g o B o n s a i C l u b . c o m  

 
S a n  D i e g o  Z o o  S a f a r i  P a r k   
B o n s a i  P a v i l i o n  w o r k d a y s :  

 
1st & 3rd Saturdays of the month 

contact Mark Edgar for volunteer information 

mailto:BonsaiWire@SanDiegoBonsaiClub.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

San Diego Bonsai Club  
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